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It seems a little while since I wrote last not least because of my time away at the
Newdegate Machinery Field Days where I was promoting the School and, in particular, boarding.
We had quite a bit of interest which was encouraging and made the trip worthwhile.
BOARDING & STAGE 3
A real momentum has developed with the boarding initiative now that building is
well underway. We have been promoting our new venture in a number of ways
and will continue to do so through the remainder of the year. The Newdegate
Show was one part of this which also includes adverts in the regional press, and
radio and cinema adverts in the Goldfields area; we have commissioned a TV
IMPORTANT DATES
campaign with GWN7 and will mail out a postcard to over 23,000 addresses in
the Shire and beyond. Registrations are coming-in and we hope to be able to welcome 14 boarders in Term 1. Advertisements have been placed for staff to enSchool Sports Day
sure the care we expect.
The photograph shows how the whole Stage 3 project is coming along with the
recent spell of settled weather helping the construction. In brief, the classrooms
have all the concrete foundations and pads in place, and steelwork erected; the
boarding house is in the process of concrete pouring and steel erection; and the
house-parent accommodation is being fitted-out internally. This is all very exciting!

Wednesday 24th
September
12.35 - 15.00
Thursday 25th September
All day Sports
Thursday 25 September
Last day of term

CHARITY NEWS
We continue to do our bit for charity with a footy colours day raising over $100
for cancer research. This will be followed by our students making and selling cupcakes on Thursday 18th September to help find a cure for kids’ cancer. Our band
members have also been helping entertain guests at the Anglican Wildflower Festival.
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THE CO-CURRICULUM
Mention of the Band brings to mind their success in recent weeks. Following their triumph at the Esperance
Music Festival they then travelled to the Kalgoorlie Eisteddfod where they repeated their victory in the Senior Band Competition. Mrs. Gail Saunders has achieved wonders with our musicians and deserves much
praise for her hard work and inspiration: she has motivated our young people to give of their best and develop their talents.
My colleagues also deserve praise for embracing the ideal of a genuinely holistic education by offering a
range of activities which have enriched all our lives: band, choir, drama, dance, face-painting, robotics, ecogardening, chess, Italian, art, beach fitness, football, metalwork, OLNA assistance, homework club, crafts, and
bible study.
ACADEMIC MATTERS
It has been good to see the number of students taking advantage of the Homework Club which is now available every afternoon through a combination of staff and volunteer assistance. Getting homework out of the
way before going home seems to help a lot of our children and I am sure parents and carers, too, will appreciate the lack of stress with no nagging about doing homework!
Many of our students did feel a bit stressed when they took part in the Australian Mathematics Competition:
we gained four distinctions and 12 credits which is not a bad haul and makes-up for the effort involved.

Science has also figured highly in recent weeks with National Science Week seeing a variety of hands-on activities being conducted at lunchtimes. Marshmallows can, apparently, be used to measure the speed of light
when put in a microwave; we also discovered how to put holes in honeycomb and about making DNA with
gummy bears; M&Ms were also used to see what happens to their colour when mixed and why. A mix of
year groups also visited the EDRS Field Station and learned about the practical use of scientific techniques
they have used in the lab; it was good to hear how well our students participated and behaved.
Very positive comments have also been received by my colleagues and me as we have visited our Year 10
students on work experience. This is proving to be a valuable opportunity which we aim to refine further
next year.
NAPLAN results for Year 9 students have been released and distributed. Happily the results for the School as
a whole have shown a modest increase over last year with the School matching state and national results. It
is interesting to note that the expected level of achievement in Year 9 NAPLAN is Band 6 yet the level needed
to avoid having to complete the OLNA test, which ensures the government’s minimum levels of numeracy, is
Band 8. I shall be investigating this apparent dichotomy!

STAFF NEWS
I have enjoyed watching my new colleagues in action in the classroom as part of my routine process of lesson
observation; good, too, seeing how our students react as part of the learning process. You should be encouraged by the high standard of the work I have seen and the willingness of staff to reflect on their practices,
with the aim of improving further the opportunities to make learning relevant and enjoyable.

I have placed adverts in a number of publications for staff needed to cope with the School’s expansion in
2015. Sadly we also lose Dr. Kate Riley from the staff later in Term 4 as she moves to Melbourne to be with
her partner. I believe we will be able to cover her lessons from within existing staff resources but we will be
sad to lose her from the staff as she has been a fine teacher, excellent mentor and valued colleague.
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We now enter, amazingly, the final weeks of another busy and fulfilling term .

With my warmest wishes.
Yours Sincerely

Kerr Fulton-Peebles
Principal

Our craft club will meet each Wednesday and if there is enough interest Monday is an
option.
We have set ourselves some tasks to complete by the end of next term.
The tasks are 5 patchwork knee rugs to go to PMH Ronald Macdonald House (more if more
students are involved) Our first week commenced Wednesday 10 September with a great
number of students attending!!!.
I am in need of some items for the project to go ahead.
Parents if you have any excess items at home that they wouldn’t mind donating.
Pieces of coloured material (any would be great) cottons needles (both sewing machine
and hand held ones) buttons/lace etc for decorations.
Thanks
Bev Stewart
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Science week was food based this year. Daily activities included measuring the
speed of light using microwaves and marshmallows,
examining changing states of matter with honeycomb, making models of double helix DNA and observing colour with M&Ms.
Jackman yr 10 - 12 won the science quiz. Elizabeth Saltmarsh was awarded the
most enthusiastic science guru.
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CANTEEN MENU

WEEK 9
Tuesday 16th September

Double Beef Burgers and Salad
Chicken Burger with Lettuce
Wednesday 17th September
Fried Rice
Chicken and Mayo Toasties

$5.00
$5.00
$4.50
$3.50

WEEK 10

Tuesday 23rd September

Wednesday 24th September

Hotdogs
Wedges with sweet chilli /sour cream

$3.50
$4.00

SURPRISE

The Dental Therapy Centre will be open during the school holidays on
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of both weeks…For any emergency treatment during the closure ( Mondays and Tuesdays please contact a private
Dentist). We will reopen on Tuesday 14th October.
All appointments are now sent to the given home address , so please
contact us and change your details if you have recently moved.
We can be contacted via phone 90711781 or email
EsperanceDTC@dental.health.wa.gov.au
Thankyou Sue Belinda and Deb 
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Have a go at Cricket and Volleyball
In the lead up to summer season Esperance Junior
Cricket Association and Esperance Volleyball Association will be running free skill development clinics
aimed at engaging new participants in their sports.
All sessions are inclusive, with people of all abilities
and backgrounds being encouraged to attend.
These clinics are a great way to learn more about
the sport in a fun and safe environment, ahead of
summer seasons commencing in fourth term.
To register email esperanceinclusive@gmail.com.
Program information:
Cricket
All ages welcome
20th September
2nd October
25th October

Session 1
10am-12noon
Ports Oval, Great Sports Ground
Session 2
10am-12noon
Esperance Cricket Oval
Session 3
8.30am onwards
Under 13’s Newtown Oval
Under 16’s Ports Oval

Volleyball
Participants must be 12 years or older
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The Australian Childhood Vision Impairment Register
The Australian Childhood Vision Impairment Register is hosted by the Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children and is supported
by Vision Australia and Guide Dogs. It is the first national register of children in Australia with vision impairment. The Register has
been collecting data since 2009, and this data is providing important information about the types of eye disease and vision disorders children have and the support they need. The data is also used by service providers and researchers. Data is stored securely
and no child can be identified in any way when the data is released.

Families are invited to register their child (aged 0-18 years) if they have vision impairment in both eyes which has been diagnosed
by an eye specialist or ophthalmologist. Registration can be completed by contacting Register staff on (02) 9872 0303, or by visiting the VI Family Network website at: vifamilynetwork.org.au. The website also provides information on eyes and vision; family
support; education and related issues; braille and low vision aids; technology supporting vision impairment; newsletters from Australian low vision agencies and support groups, useful websites; and news and events that might interest families across Australia.
Sue Silveira Research Fellow, Renwick Centre
Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children
sue.silveira@ridbc.org.au
(02) 9872 0248
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